NCRBC Adult Bible Class 2
Title:  What God is in Relation to You
Purpose: To instruct the hearers of what God really is in relation to them. 

Introduction
What is God in relation to you? This question is a very important question because what your view of God is affects how you relate with Him. Ills: Your dealings with your parents will be different from the way you deal with your teachers, your dealings with your boss will be different from the way you deal with your neighbors.
Concerning this matter, different people have different ideas as to what God is in relation to them. 
Some view God as some kind of an occasionally indulgent grandfather who occasionally indulges them with things they want to have. 
Others view Him as some kind of a genie of the lamp to do whatever they wish.

Others view Him as a cosmic killjoy who hates to see people enjoy themselves. 

Others view Him as a distant father who is so busy with grand concerns of the universe that He has no time for the insignificant concerns of human beings. 

Others also view Him as One who is only  “watching from a distance” but not really involve with the affairs of individuals.   

However, these views are not really accurate ones. And turning to the Bible, we find  four strands of truth as to what God really is in relation to all.

I.
GOD IS YOUR CREATOR
God did not only create out of nothing the universe and everything in it (Gen 1). Nor did He only create the 1st man and the 1st woman (Gen 1&2). But God also created you and me in our mother’s womb.
Listen to David’s words in Ps  139:13-14 (READ).
In his mother’s womb, God was actively involved in creating David.  The male’s sperm fertilizing the female’s egg. The mysterious and complex development of the fetus to a complex and fully developed human being. Biological and chemical forces are not the only ones active in this complex process. But the invisible hand of the Almighty God is principally at work.
And what is true of David is also true of you. God created you in your mother’s womb. You owe your existence to God. God is the Creator and you are His creature.
Therefore...
In a real sense, you are God’s property. God has absolute rights over you. He can rightfully make demands over you.
God knows you more than you know yourself. He knows what is really good for you and what is best for you.
II.
GOD IS YOUR SUSTAINER
Many think that after God created the universe He left it to function on its own. But this is not really the truth. Although God has ordained laws of nature by which the universe functions, and yet He is still actively involved in the actual working out these laws. 
And this is clear from God’s word.  Ps 104:10-31 (READ)  Acts 17:22-25, 28 (READ). 
Therefore, you are always dependent upon God for everything. Everything you enjoy ultimately comes from the hands of God. 
Learn to thank Him for everything you have received.  
Learn to pray or call upon Him. 

III.
GOD IS YOUR RULER
All the events that happen in your life and everything round about you are ultimately under the control or rule of God. Without denying that your choices are really your own and that you are responsible for your choices, and yet your life and everything round about you are ultimately under the control and rule of God. 
And this is clear from God’s Word. 
Jam 4:13-16 (READ)– Nothing is evil about planning, but it is evil boasting to think that our plans can work independent of what God wills. 
Pro 19:21 (READ) - Give concrete examples of plans that have been frustrated.
Pro 16:9 (READ) – Note the contrast “way” & “steps” - God’s control over the affairs over our lives include even the details. 
Therefore, our dependence upon God is total. 
You should not boast of your achievements but give praise and honor to Him. 
You should learn to “fear Him” - “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; a good understanding have all those who do His commandments” (Ps 111:10). Let us not provoke Him. 

IV.
GOD IS YOUR JUDGE
God has made you a responsible being. He holds you responsible and accountable for all you choices and actions.  And  He ultimately is your judge.
And this is clear from God’s Word. 
Ps 9:7-8 (READ)

Heb 4:13 (READ)

Acts 17:30-31 (READ)
Therefore, learn to reverence God and keep His commandments. Eccl 12:13-14 (READ). 

Conclusion
So this is what God really is to you. He is your Creator, Sustainer, Ruler, and Judge.  And these truths should impact the way you relate to Him.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Which of the four – God as Creator, Sustainer, Ruler, Judge– have you been least aware of? Why?

What steps should you take in order that these truths will really impact the way you should live?













